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SACRAMENT of  CONFIRMATION: 
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Couples who are considering marriage should contact the parish 
  office, at least six (6) months before the couple's projected 

 wedding date. 
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St. Maximilian Kolbe, pray for us!  

Fr. Lawrence W. Jozwiak 
Pastor 

July 26, 2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

It is normal to wonder what people think of us, 
though it should not be an overriding concern, 
preoccupation or determine what we believe or 
necessarily how we act.  I want to share with you an 
email message from John Clements, the architect for our 
church.  I have worked with John previously.  So I 
emailed him last week, to tell him that I am now 
assigned here, that I am so blessed to have received a 
wonderful parish community and a beautiful church 
building.  I thanked him for his role in designing the 
church.  John emailed back, stating:  “What a wonderful 
present you gave me on this Saturday morning.  It makes 
me so happy that you love your new parish home.  It 
makes all our effort worth it.  You are right, St. 
Maximilian Kolbe is an amazing parish.  The people are 
wonderful.  I loved working for them.  I wish you many 
years of happiness living in this community.”  So others 
are very aware of the vitality of our parish community! 

I truly love the beauty of the liturgy.  The Church 
provides us an “instruction manual” called the General 
Instruction on the Roman Missal (GIRM) on how we all 
have our respective roles in the liturgy and specific 
directives for the priest and deacon.  The Roman Missal 
is the book the priest uses during the Mass, and this 
Instruction is at the very beginning of that Missal.  There 
are times the Missal states it must be done only in a 
special way (the language of the Eucharistic Prayer 
cannot be changed by anyone), and other times it offers 
options (a variety of different Eucharistic Prayers the 
priest may choose). 

You may notice that I am genuflecting at the 
beginning and end of Mass.  Why?  GIRM #274 states 
“If, however, the tabernacle with the Blessed Sacrament 
is situated in the sanctuary, the Priest, the Deacon, and 
other ministers genuflect when they approach the altar 
and when they depart from it, but not during the 
celebration of Mass itself….Ministers carrying the 

processional cross or candles bow their heads instead of 
genuflecting.” For priests or deacons who cannot 
genuflect due to physical challenges, one cannot do the 
“impossible,”  and they bow instead.  As long as I can 
continue to genuflect, I will do so.  Some of our deacons 
may have some challenges and will be bowing instead.  
You the laity should genuflect to the Blessed Sacrament, 
especially entering & exiting the pew, unless physically 
that is too challenging.  Then bow instead. 

Since I have arrived, I have preached all the Masses.  
Why?  GIRM #66:  “The Homily should ordinarily be 
given by the Priest Celebrant himself or be entrusted by 
him to a concelebrating Priest, or from time to time and, 
if appropriate, to the Deacon, but never to a lay person.”  
The proper role of the Priest or Deacon is reserved to the 
clergy.  A lay person may share important spiritual talks 
but just not at the homily time.  I have made a decision 
for the initial weeks that I will preach so that we can get 
to know each other.  In time, the deacons will preach on 
a rotating cycle, as they have done in the past. 

Why am I preaching from only the ambo (pulpit) 
when others preach from different areas?  GIRM #136 
states:  “The Priest, standing at the chair or at the ambo 
itself or, if appropriate, in another worthy place, gives 
the Homily.”  In my first few years of priesthood, I 
would preach from the front of the altar.  That is when I 
could memorize my homily more easily.  Now I use my 
text to help me.  But more importantly for me, I have 
come to appreciate that the ambo is where the Word of 
God is read and that is where the homily should occur, 
just as the altar is the place where the consecration of the 
Eucharist occurs.  But I recognize that GIRM #136 does 
allow different places for the homily to be given. So that 
is the decision to be made by the individual homilist 
(priest or deacon). 

Remember I love to teach, and I have taught at the 
Seminary since 2001.  I firmly believe using the 
Church’s sources to back up what I say so that people 
will know that I am not speaking on my own, but this is 
what the Church teaches or instructs.  When I give my 
personal preference, I will say so.  

 
“The Cross is the school of love.” 

 

“The most deadly poison of our time is indifference.” 
 

—St. Maximilian Kolbe 

“There is no greater love, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.”     John 15: 13 



 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR  PARISH  MISSION 

We are the Christian Community of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.  Embracing our many and diverse gifts, we are united in Christ Jesus.  Challenged by the teachings of Our 
Lord, and inspired by the example of our Patron, we strive to serve God, and to minister to others, in prayer, 
sacrament, faith formation, and charity. 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays:  3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

TODAY’S  READINGS 
 
First Reading — Solomon prays for an un-
derstanding heart (1 Kings 3:5, 7-12). 
 
Psalm — Lord, I love your commands (Psalm 
119). 
 
Second Reading — All things work for good 
for those who love God (Romans 8:28-30). 
 
Gospel — The one who knows of the king-
dom of heaven brings new and old from the 
storeroom (Matthew 13:44-52 [44-46]). 
 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lection-
ary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission 
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

Monday, July 27  
Kurt E. Schoelman †                          8:30 am 
 

Tuesday, July 28  
Alveraize Saizan, Intentions              8:30 am 
Carol Moeller † 
 

Wednesday, July 29                                  St. Martha 
Al & Julia Massoth †                          8:30 am 
 

Thursday, July 30                    St. Peter Chrysologus 
Michael Williams †                             8:30 am 
Efrain Aguilar † 
 

Friday, July 31                            St. Ignatius of Loyola 
Primitivo R. Arzadon †                       8:30 am 
 

Saturday, August 1                  St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Angelito Demerin †                            8:30 am 
Gloria Aguirie †                                       5 pm 
 

Sunday, August 2       18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Parishioners of St. Maximilian                   8 am 
Thong “Matthew” Phan †                      10 am 
John Collins †                                   12 Noon 

“The Church must be a place of mercy 
freely given, where everyone can feel 

welcomed, loved, forgiven and  
encouraged to live  

the good life of the Gospel.” 
 

                                            —Pope Francis 

SIGNIFICANCE of BOWING 
 
A bow signifies reverence & honor shown to the names or event being mentioned.  We are to do the 
following: 
 
1)  A bow of the head is made when the three Divine Persons (the Trinity) are named together and at 
the names of Jesus, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is being cele-
brated. 
2)  A bow of the body (a profound bow) is made during the Creed with the words “and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.”     
                                       —General Instruction to the Roman Missal, #275 
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READINGS  FOR  THE  WEEK 

Monday:  Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-
21; Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday:  Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 
9, 11, 13; Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday:  Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 34:2-11; Jn 
11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Thursday:  Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-
53 

Friday:  Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-
58 

Saturday:  Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 
33-34; Mt 14:1-12 

Sunday:  Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; 
Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 

Please subscribe to 
our parish YouTube 

MASS  [ONLINE] 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You  
into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this 
moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from 
You.  Amen. 

Use of Cloth Face Coverings to Help Slow the 
Spread of COVID-19 
Cloth face coverings should: 
• fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face
• be secured with ties or ear loops
• include multiple layers of fabric
• allow for breathing without restriction
• be able to be laundered and machine dried without
damage or change to shape 

Protect yourself and your community. Wash your 
hands often with soap and water for at least 20 sec-
onds, especially after going to the bathroom, before 
eating, and after blowing your nose, coughing or 
sneezing.  If you do not have soap and water, use alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick, and stay 
home when you are sick. 

Café Catholica: Summer 2020  The Café Catholi-
ca summer series is open to all young adults (ages 
18-39+) and features dynamic speakers, prayer, 
and connection.  Café Catholica is held from 7—
8:30 pm.  This year’s theme is:  Fully Alive.  Due 
to concerns with COVID-19, this year’s program 
will be held online.  Registration is free, but dona-
tions are accepted.  To register go to:  https://bt.ly/
CafeCatholica2020.  For more information, contact 
the Office for Young Adult and Campus Ministry at 
www.archgh.org/cafecatholica or 713-741-8778 or 
yacm@archgh.org.  *LAST ONE* July 27:  SPIRIT 
NIGHT:  Full of Joy-Missionary Discipleship 
Bob Rice, Professor from Franciscan Universi-
ty of Steubenville. 
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Do you know a couple that is having a challenging situa-
tion in their relationship and needs help?  We may be 
able to coach you as a couple.  We offer enrichment 
sessions, consulting and mentoring for married couples 
experiencing some crisis or challenges in their relation-
ship.  For more information please contact the office of 
Family Life Ministry (Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston) 
at 713-741-8711. 

PRAYER  IN  THE  TIME  OF  CORONAVIRUS 

PARISH  FOOD 
PANTRY—  
Our Food Pantry is 
open for 
APPOINTMENTS ONLY! 
Please contact us @ 

FoodPantry@stmaximilian.org 

or by calling the parish office @ 281-955
-7324.  We will be happy to set an 
appointment with you for either ‘curbside 
pick-up’ at St. Maximilian or arrange to 
be delivered to your home. 

Listen to Catholic Talk Radio! 
The Guadalupe Radio Network is English 
language Catholic talk radio, reaching the 
entire Houston metro area since 2013.  Pray 
better, learn about your faith, and stay con-
nected to life of the church with our faithful 
and uplifting EWTN programs.  Exclusive 
Houston content Mondays at noon.  GRN is 
a 100% listener supported non-profit minis-
try.  Listen on AM 1430, FM 96.1, on the 
Guadalupe Radio Network app.  For more 
information visit: www.grnonline.com. 

Texas Pandemic Food Benefits:  
Through the CARES Act, children who 
qualify for free and reduced lunch may 
be eligible for $285 per month, per child. 
Applications are due by July 31.  To see 
the full announcement from Governor 
Greg Abbott, https://gov.texas.gov/news/
post/governor-abbott-hhsc-extend-
deadline-for-pandemic-food-benefits-for-
families-affected-by-covid-19-school-
closures.  The link also includes regis-
tration information and more about the 
program. 

"Let us begin anew from the numerous examples of generous, 
freely-given love, which in these months have shown us how much closeness, care, 

and sacrifice are needed to nourish fraternity and civil coexistence. 
In this way, we will emerge from this crisis stronger." 

Pope Francis

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and de-
liverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and 
fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another 
and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land 
and to our hearts. 

We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate 
mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your 
protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your 
Son, Jesus. 



YOUTH  FAITH  FORMATION 

ADORATION has resumed.  There is new protocol to be followed which is posted at the entrance to 
the Immaculata Chapel.  The Immaculata Chapel is closed Saturdays beginning at 10pm until 5am 

for intensive sanitizing.  No one may enter during these hours. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Below are days/times where help is needed. 
“So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?...”  Mt 26:40 

To sign up, please contact Susie Charnock @ 281-813-1492. 

We are offering the CLOW (Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word) ministry at home.  You may sign up at  
https://stmaximilian.org/childrens-liturgy-of-the-word 

Day of the week Hours Needed 
Monday 1 am – 2 am 
Monday 2 am – 3 am 
Tuesday 12 Midnight - 1 am 
Tuesday 4 am – 5 am 
Tuesday 12 Noon – 1 pm 
Wednesday 12 Noon – 1 pm 
Wednesday 2 pm—3 pm 
Sunday 2 pm – 3 pm 

Updated:  07/08/2020 The Explore 2020 Retreat for young men is 
now available.  The link for online registration is:  
bit.ly/exploreretreat2020 (registration is mobile, 
tablet, and desktop friendly).  Space is limited.  
This is an opportunity for high school young men 
(incoming freshmen to outgoing seniors) to ex-
plore seminary life, learn about the call to holi-
ness, and a possible vocation to the priesthood at 
a one day retreat.  It is held at St. Mary’s Semi-
nary.  The youth must be recommended by their 
parish priest or youth minister.  For more infor-
mation please call 713-652-8239 or send an email 
to vocations@archgh.org.     ** August 3rd ** 

 

ST.  MAXIMILIAN  KOLBE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH                   p. 6 

A Week with Mary 
August 12 - 19, single women ages 18-35 

 

A Week with Mary is a virtual retreat for col-
lege students, young teachers and youth min-
isters who would like to begin the school year 
with Mary, Our Mother.  There will be two vir-
tual meetings with a whole week of reflec-
tions, spiritual challenges inspired by Our La-
dy, and at least one meeting with a spiritual 
director.  The virtual meetings include the 
Glorious mysteries of the Rosary on the 
Wednesday before the Assumption and the 
one before the Queenship of Mary.  The web 
link to register: 

https://cvent.me/qq50k9 

The Bible Timeline:  The Story of Salvation 
Videos by Jeff Cavins 

 
This 25-week study gives participants an overview of Salvation History by following 14 narrative books 
in the Bible.  It also gives the tools to help understand the remaining books by helping contextualize 
where they belong in history and what was normal in the lives and culture at the time.  An excellent 
study for beginners and people who wish to read the entire Bible. 
 
We will be holding meetings by Zoom starting Sunday evening, August 2nd. There are many useful ma-
terials to help understand the main points that come with the book.  The cost of the materials is $35 but do not let payment 
stop you from joining us.  Contact Molly Smith in the parish office or at mollys@stmaximilian.org to register and get more 
information. 



Go forth and set the world on fire. 
St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Online Weekly Offertory Giving 
As Catholics, we believe that all we have is a 
gift from God.  Our response in faith is to offer 
these gifts back to God in gratitude.  With gifts 
of prayer, we pray for our nation, Church and 

our parishes. With gifts of treasure, we support 
our parishes even when we cannot be there in 

person. 
Each gift is extremely appreciated and will 
support our parish bills, outreach efforts, as well 
as the staff and their families. 
3 Ways for you to give to our parish: 
1. Online at FaithDirect.net; You may easily
schedule a monthly offertory; or make a one-
time donation to St. Maximilian Kolbe Church 
using Faith Direct; our parish code is TX625. 
2. Deliver envelopes with cash or checks to the
parish office during office hours. 
3. Mail checks (do not mail cash) to the parish
office:  St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Church; 
10135 West Road, Houston, TX 77064. 

OUR  PARISH  DEBT 
Original Loan, October 2010:                $5,200,000 
Amount to be paid:            $89,025.22 

BRING YOUR GREATEST GIFTS TO THE LORD 
DSF 2020 Parish Goal: $138,000.00 
Pledged: $  87,129.28 
Paid: $  71,746.30 
Percent Paid:     51.99% 
Pledged Under Goal:  $  50,870.72 
Paid Under Goal: $  66,253.70 
Number of Participants:     292 
Average Participant Pledge: $       298.39 
Total Number of Households:    1,995 

IGNITE:  Our Faith, Our Mission 
Parish Goal:  $1,442,331.00 

Pledged: $689,610.00 
Paid: $309,455.19 
Percent Paid:      21.46% 
Percent Pledged:         47.81% 
Pledged Under Goal: $752,721.00 
Paid Under Goal:   $1,132,875.81 
Number of Participants:  214 
Total Number of Households:    1,995 

Mass Attendance & # of Envelopes for July 18/19, 2020 
5pm   111;        16 Envelopes 
8am     85;     14 Envelopes 
10am   205;        18 Envelopes 
Noon   151;       19 Envelopes 
Total:   552;       67 Envelopes 

Sunday Collection for July 18 & 19, 2020 
Offertory:            $6,671.00 
Debt Reduction:         $1,265.00 
St. Vincent de Paul:             $62.00 
Collection Total is:      $7,998.00 
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING DSF 
          The Diocesan Services Fund 

We now have 287 parish families helping us to 
achieve our goal of $138,000!  

The Clergy Pastoral Outreach Ministry is another 
Archdiocesan Ministry supported by the DSF. 
This ministry focuses on addressing and doing 
their best to meet the needs of the retired priests 
and deacons of the Archdiocese.  With the aging 
priest and deacon population, these numbers will 
rise over the next 5-10 years.  Retirement age for 
priests is 75; retirement age for deacons is 70. 
The majority of retired priests and deacons 
choose to remain involved in ministry.  "Through 
visitations, phone calls, mailings, group events, 
and personal assistance, the Clergy Pastoral Out-
reach Ministry cultivates relationships with retired 
clergy to ensure an optimal quality of life that is 
healthy, secure, and hopeful."  Daniel Cardinal 
DiNardo reminds us that each and every gift from 
the faithful, no matter the amount, helps to make 
each DSF appeal successful.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 



JULY:  Universal Prayer Intention—Our Families 
We pray that today’s families may be accompanied with love, 
respect and guidance. 

Kolbe Kids’ Early Childhood Program! 
We will be accepting enrollment applica-
tions for the 2020-21 school year.  Kolbe 
Kids’ accepts children 18 months through 
4 years old.  If you are interested in en-
rolling your child or taking a tour of our 
school, please contact Eileen Mace @ 
281-970-0979. 

Benjamin Bellami, Bill Carew, Patricia Carter, Denise Caskey, Patria Cillo, Emilio Chavez-Cody, Kayson 
Clay, Patricia Crim, Martha Dardnel, Deacon Fred Dinges, Edna Dominguez, Mark Durocher, Jearald Dyer, 
Bobby Embesi, Aurora Enciso, Karen English, Dora Enriquez, Linda Everest, Most Reverend Joseph A. 
Fiorenza, D.D., Jennifer Foty, Missy Fouts, Sheri Friecke, Joseph Gallagher, Carol Ann Geary, Eric Gensch, 
Richard Geveshausen, Beatriz Gonzales, Kenny Gordon, Adria Gould, Francisco Grados, Mack Harper, 

Mitzi Harper, Charles Hebert, Rachel Huebel, Irma Jacinto, Linda Johnson, Monsignor Milam Kleas, Corine Konvicka, 
Laurine Krejci, Della Kubeskie, Tommy Kubeskie, Mrs. Hoang Le, Neveah Leger, Hoken Linden, Rachele Marchisio, 
Ashley Mueller, Mark Neagli, John Oggero, Father Roy Oggero, Kristen Ornelaz, Richard Ornelaz, Carmen Ortiz, Jerry 
Pendlum, Vic Pennell, Stan Petty, Drake Pope, Chris Raggio, Oralia Ramirez, Robert Reue, Joel Rivera, Most Reverend 
Vincent M. Rizzotto, D.D., J.C.L., Carol Rodriguez, Kent Rogers, Nelda Ruiz, Alveraize Saizan, Maria Senjudo, Ernest 
Sepulveda, Doug Shepherd, Tony Sliva, Grace Smith, Lance Smith, Nancy Snyder, Irma Sosa, Marilyn Stocker, 
Christine Swiech, Ken Switzler, Diana Thomas, Vick Anthony Todaro, Ruth Tolentino, Annette Triska, Father John Ulm, 
Meghan Urbanski, Janet Vasko, Megan Waggoner, Jerelyn Walker, Linda Webb, and Adam Wendel. 

The  Chapel  Sanctuary  Candles  and  Flowers  at the  Altar  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
for  the  week  of  July  27th  are  in  loving  memory  of  Kurt E. Schoelman +. 

If you would like someone added to our Parish Prayer List, please contact the parish office @ 281-955-7324.  Going forward the Prayer List 
in the bulletin will be reviewed periodically and names on the list over 90 days will be removed unless we receive notification to retain them. 
May God bless you, protect you and please keep all those on our list in your prayers.  Thank you. 
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Upcoming Blood Drive! 
Sunday, August 2nd 

8 am – Noon 
Kolbe Hall 

Sign up online @ 
www.CommitForLife.org and enter 

sponsor code:  3113 
Any other questions please contact C.J. 

Harper; charper@joemyersford.com 

That we learn to put our trust in God in every-
thing we do. 
“We know that all things work for good for 
those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 
Do you really trust God?  Do you really believe 
that God will provide all that you need?  Faith 
is a challenge for everyone at times.  Putting 
our trust in God, in everything we do, in good 
times and in bad, means that God’s plan for 
our lives may be quite different than what we 
planned.  When one door closes, another one 
opens.  Trust in God, His plan is always better. 



⇒ Join FLOCKNOTE! Sign-up online or text:
STMAXCHURCH TO 84576
https://stmaxkolbe.flocknote.com/

⇒ Subscribe to the parish YouTube Channel:
‘SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE CHURCH’

⇒ Facebook: Visit us on Facebook for our Live
stream of liturgical events. www.facebook.com/
Saintmaxkolbe

⇒ Check our parish website for up-to-date infor-
mation. www.stmaximilian.org

For the repose of the souls of our faithful departed: 
Ernesto Caraveo †, uncle of Liz MacFarlane 
Maryann Dimarcantonio †,  
Jennifer Foty †, sister of James Foty 
Julia Astello Garcia † 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 
—And let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. —Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  —Amen. 

For consolation & God’s healing graces upon the family & 
friends of the deceased.  Heal their pain and dispel the 
darkness & doubt that comes from grief. —Amen. 

What is Natural Family Planning? 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is the general title 
for the scientific, natural and moral methods of 
family planning that can help married couples 
either achieve or postpone pregnancies. 
NFP methods are based on the observation of 
the naturally occurring signs and symptoms of 
the fertile and infertile phases of a woman's 
menstrual cycle.  No drugs, devices, or surgical 
procedures are used to avoid pregnancy. 
Since the methods of NFP respect the love-
giving (unitive) and life-giving (procreative) 
nature of the conjugal act, they support God's 
design for married love! 
Go to the following USCCB website: 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/
what-is-nfp/index.cfm 

for the answer to the following questions: 
Is NFP based on guess-work? 
Who can use NFP? 
What are the methods of NFP? 
What are the signs of fertility? 

   How does NFP work? 
   What are the benefits of using NFP? 
   How effective are NFP methods for avoiding         
           pregnancy? 
   Where can I learn how to use NFP? 

NATURAL  FAMILY  PLANNING  (NFP)  AWARENESS 
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A SHARE IN GOD’S KINGDOM 
Today concludes a three-week series of Gospel 
texts in which we have listened to a total of seven 
parables about the Kingdom.  The believer is 
asked to consider the request that God made of 
Solomon in today’s first reading:  “Ask something 
of me and I will give it to you” (1 Kings 3:5).  To-
day’s parables about the treasure buried in the 
field and the pearl of great price should prompt us 
to answer, “A share in your kingdom, O God!” 
Today we discover that the kingdom of God is 
beyond value, a priceless treasure.  Unfortunate-
ly, our culture bombards us with things that it be-
lieves are priceless treasures—the bigger and 
better SUVs, anti-aging and anti-balding creams 
and salves, miracle diets, and so much more. 
Having a share in God’s kingdom and helping to 
bring about that kingdom are the greatest treas-
ures that we can ever hope to gain.                  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Prayer to Overcome Racism 
Mary, friend and mother to all, 

through your Son, God has found a way 
to unite himself to every human being, 

called to be one people, 
sisters and brothers to each other. 

We ask for your help in calling on your Son, 
seeking forgiveness for the times when 

we have failed to love and respect one another. 

We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son 
the grace we need to overcome the evil of racism 

and to build a just society. 

We ask for your help in following your Son, 
so that prejudice and animosity 

will no longer infect our minds or hearts 
but will be replaced with a love that respects 

the dignity of each person. 

Mother of the Church, 
the Spirit of your Son Jesus 

warms our hearts: 
pray for us. 

Amen. 
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